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enlightened



What does this tell us about God?
There came a man commissioned and sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7 This man came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that 
all might believe [in Christ, the Light] through him. 8 John was not the 
Light, but came to testify about the Light. (John 1:6-8, Amplified Bible) 
• God sends (apostello) 
• God wants to communicate 
• Though God could communicate directly, he chooses to send messengers 
• God does not introduce Jesus (the light) without someone testifying to 

the light first 
• Messengers do not draw attention to themselves, but to the subject of 

their message



phos (φῶς): Light

• Source of light, radiance, to shine 
• Pure, brilliant quality 
• The manifestation of God’s self-existent life 
• Divine illumination to reveal and impart life, 

especially through Christ

There came a man commissioned and sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This 
man came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe [in Christ, 
the Light] through him. 8 John was not the Light, but came to testify about the Light.



martureo (μαρτυρέω): Witness
• Used 3 times in these verses:  
• to testify, commend, speak well of, vouch for 
• To be a witness, bear witness (martyr has come to 

mean bear witness with your death, in your body) 
• To affirm that one has seen or heard or 

experienced something 
• To give (not to keep back) testimony

There came a man commissioned and sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7 This man came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all 
might believe [in Christ, the Light] through him. 8 John was not the Light, but 
came to testify about the Light. 



Peri and dia: around and through
• (περί) peri: around, concerning, properly, all-

around on every side, encompassing, full and 
comprehensive, about 
• (διά) dia: through, by the instrumentality of, 

successfully across to other side (increase/
decrease)

There came a man commissioned and sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7 This man came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all 
might believe [in Christ, the Light] through him. 8 John was not the Light, but 
came to testify about the Light. 



How do you testify
about the light?



Stained Glass
• Stained glass is glass that has been coloured by 

adding metallic salts during its manufacture 
• Salts exist in many different colors, for 

example: 
• yellow (sodium chromate) 
• orange (potassium dichromate) 
• red (cobalt nitrate) 
• Mauve (cobalt chloride hexahydrate) 
• blue (copper sulfate pentahydrate, ferrate hexacyanoferrate) 
• purple (potassium permanganate) 
• green (nickel chloride hexahydrate) 
• Most minerals and inorganic pigments, as well as many synthetic 

organic dyes, are salts. The color of the specific salt is due to the 
electronic structure in the d-orbitals of transition elements or in the 
conjugated organic dye framework.



Salt (colour) and Light
•

13 
You, beloved, are the salt of the earth. But if salt becomes bland and loses 

its saltiness, can anything make it salty again? No. It is useless. It is tossed 
out, thrown away, or trampled. 

•
14 

And you, beloved, are the light of the world. A city built on a hilltop 
cannot be hidden. 

15 
Similarly it would be silly to light a lamp and then hide 

it under a bowl. When someone lights a lamp, she puts it on a table or a 
desk or a chair, and the light illumines the entire house. 

16 
You are like that 

illuminating light. Let your light shine everywhere you go, that you may 
illumine creation, so men and women everywhere may see your good 
actions, may see creation at its fullest, may see your devotion to Me, and 
may turn and praise your Father in heaven because of it. (Matthew 5:13-16, 
The Voice)



Stained Glass
• To adjust the colour and 

texture of glass, special paint 
is applied and heated to a very 
high heat (around 1200 
degrees Fahrenheit) 
• Small pieces of glass are cut 

and arranged to form patterns 
or pictures, held together by 
strips of lead (soldered 
together) and supported by a 
rigid frame 
• Working in stained glass 

requires engineering skills to 
assemble the pieces in a way 
that the whole holds together 



Heat and Radiance
• 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which is taking place to test you 

[that is, to test the quality of your faith], as though something strange or unusual 
were happening to you. 13 But insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, keep 
on rejoicing, so that when His glory [filled with His radiance and splendor] is 
revealed, you may rejoice with great joy. (1 Peter 4:12-13, Amplified Bible) 

Joined Together Piece by Piece 
•  16 From Him [Christ] the whole body [the church, in all its various parts], joined 

and knitted firmly together by what every joint supplies, when each part is 
working properly, causes the body to grow and mature, building itself up in 
[unselfish] love. (Ephesians 4:16, Amplified Bible)



Stained Glass
The purpose of stained glass 
windows (in churches) is not to 
show the outside world, not to 
admit pure light, but to limit 
the light, to constrain it, and 
to do so through telling a 
beautiful story 



Humility and constraint
• 5-8 Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He had 

equal status with God but didn’t think so much of himself that he had to 
cling to the advantages of that status no matter what. Not at all. When 
the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity and took on the status 
of a slave, became human! Having become human, he stayed human. It 
was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim special privileges. 
Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless, 
obedient death—and the worst kind of death at that—a crucifixion. 

• 9-11 Because of that obedience, God lifted him high and honored him far 
beyond anyone or anything, ever, so that all created beings in heaven and 
on earth—even those long ago dead and buried—will bow in worship 
before this Jesus Christ, and call out in praise that he is the Master of all, 
to the glorious honor of God the Father. (Philippians 2:5-11, The Message)



Made with scrap 
glass
• Why does God send 

messengers? 
• Looking through 
• On the outside, stained 

glass looks dark. You 
have to inside, have to 
be turned toward the 
light, to see the beauty



John 1:6-9 (Amplifed Bible)

6 There came a man commissioned and sent from 
God, whose name was John. 7 This man came as a 
witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might 
believe [in Christ, the Light] through him. 8 John was 
not the Light, but came to testify about the Light. 
9 There it was—the true Light [the genuine, perfect, 
steadfast Light] which, coming into the world, 
enlightens everyone.
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